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A FORMER POLK COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD ADMINISTRATOR AND
 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT OF M.M. PARRISH CONSTRUCTION CO.
 

INDICTED FOR CONSPIRACY TO COMMIT BRIBERY AND BRIBERY
 

Tampa, Florida - United States Attorney Robert E. O'Neill announces the unsealing 

of a grand jury indictment charging Robert L. Williams, 67, of Winter Haven, Florida; Lloyd 

Whann, 50, of Newberry, Florida; and M.M. Parrish Construction Co. of Gainesville, Florida 

with conspiracy to commit bribery and substantive bribery offenses.  If convicted, Williams 

and Whann face a maximum penalty of up to ten (10) years in federal prison as to each 

bribery count and up to five (5) years on the conspiracy charge.  Williams and Whann also 

face a fine of up to $250,000 on each count of conviction, and . M.M. Parrish Construction 

Co. may be fined up to $500,000 on each count of conviction.  The fine on each count may 

be increased to twice the gain derived from the crime or twice the loss suffered by the 

victims of the crime, if either of those amounts is greater than the statutory maximum fine. 

According to the indictment, the School Board of Polk County administered the 

activities of the Polk County School District, including public school construction activities, 

through a Superintendent and a number of assistant superintendents, including Defendant 

Robert L. Williams, who was the Assistant Superintendent of Facilities and Operations.  It 

is alleged that Williams occupied an influential position in the process of awarding school 



construction contracts and he corruptly solicited and received things of value from 

Defendants Whann and M.M. Parrish Construction Co.  Those things include home 

restorations and repairs; hunting, fishing, and vacation trips; and a Beretta shotgun. 

The indictment also alleges that Defendants Whann and M.M. Parrish corruptly 

conferred substantial things of value on Williams with the intent to influence the exercise 

of Williams' decision making authority and to reward Williams for exercising his authority 

in favor of Parrish.  The indictment alleges that M.M. Parrish received more than $100 

million worth of construction business from Polk County.  Lloyd Whann, the Executive Vice 

President and a major Parrish shareholder, is alleged to have been directly involved in 

corruptly providing things of value to Williams. 

An indictment is merely a formal charge that a defendant has committed a violation 

of the federal criminal laws, and every defendant is presumed innocent unless,  and until, 

proven guilty. 

This case was investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Florida 

Department of Law Enforcement, and the U.S. Department of Education Office of Inspector 

General. It will be prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Robert Monk in 

conjunction with United States Department of Justice Antitrust Division counsel from the 

Atlanta Field Office. 


